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MMaarrcchh  22001188  
The Newsletter of the Mid-Hudson Modelmasters 

Editor: Domenick Fusca, PO Box 266, Pleasant Valley, NY 12569-0266 

Email: wingtips@modelmasters.us 

Website:  http://www.Modelmasters.us 

2018 Club Officers 

President: Brad Quick  845-889-8359 Vice President: Scott Fellin    845- 235-7369 

Secretary: Larry Kunz  845-242-4553 Treasurer: Tom Eng         845-635-3226                                                        

Sgt. at Arms: Flavio Ambrosini 845-297-2382 Junior VP: George Amenta 

Club Calendar 

Coming Up: 

 CLUB  MEETING , Friday, March 9:  Highland Middle School Gym,  71 Main St., Highland, NY 12528.   Indoor fly-

ing begins at 6:30pm, meeting will begin at 7:30pm or 8pm.      Note: Please limit flying to indoor types -- fly the larger, 

more aggressive models outdoors or at larger indoor sites.  Sneakers or other gym floor type footwear should be worn. 

INDOOR FUN FLY 

Our meeting program for the March 9th meeting will be an “Indoor Fun Fly”.  There will be three events - Lim-

bo, Cross the Line, and Timed Flying.  I have designed the rules so that it shouldn’t make too much difference in 

what kind of aircraft you fly.  My advice to preparing for the event is to see how low you can descend, follow a 

devious path, and be on time. See you at the meeting.  Barry 

 WRAM Spring Swap Meet, Saturday, March 31, 8am-4pm: So-

laris Sports club, 201 Veterans Road,  Yorktown Heights, NY.  $5 

entry fee.  For more info see http://WRAM.org 

 April Wing Tips articles & photo submissions due, Thurs.,  

April 5: Send your submissions to                                   wing-

tips@modelmasters.us  Due date is first Thursday of each month. 

 

 

Other Events: 

 MONTHLY MEETINGS:     Beginning February 2018, meet-

ings with be at the Highland Middle School, every 2nd Friday 

of the month.  

 OUTDOOR FLYING SESSIONS  AT WEST ROAD FIELD –  

Every Saturday Morning, weather permitting.  Even during the winter months as long as the driveway is not snow cov-

ered.   

 Schenectady, NY, Armory flying Wednesdays, 1:15 to 4:15pm, at least into April. Changes and cancellations may occur 

because of weather and other factors.  Check the EPA website (epaclub.org) for status.  

Guess who is shoveling?  Scott Fellin 

http://www.modelmasters.us/
http://wram.org/
mailto:wingtips@modelmasters.us
mailto:wingtips@modelmasters.us
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MEETING MINUTES – February 9, 2018 – Highland Middle School 

Open Flying: 6:30 till 7:30 PM     

Business Meeting called to order at 7:30 

 + Next meeting will be at Highland Middle School on March 9 at 6:30 PM 

- Treasurer’s report:  by Tom 

 + $1924.83  ($117.21 of which is the mowing fund) plus $500 in escrow to Highland Middle School. 

 + The mowing fund was a special collection, which will subsequently be rolled into the general fund. 

 + Soon to pay for MM web-site and a few other minor items. 

- Membership: 

            + 2018 membership stands at 31.   Please send your dues to Tom Eng (tomfive@prodigy.net) 

 + All 2018 membership cards have been mailed as of 2/19. 

- New Business: 

 + We plan to do another group build this Winter.  It will be the rubber powered plane from 

     http://www.freedomflightmodels.com/paypal.htm  

 + AMA Expo will be held Feb 23-25 at the Meadowlands Exposition Center in New Jersey 

- Show and Tell: 

    + Barry showed the Sig LT 125 he built. 

 + Brad showed his latest large cub, built with Coroplast 

- Entertainment: 

 + Barry Knickerbocker ran a glider competition 

 + Gliders were all home built prior to the meeting and mostly builder designed. 

 + Some flew almost the length of the gym ! 

Open Flying: till 9:30 

                                  Barry 

Knickerbocker and his Sig Kadet LT 

February Glider Distance Contest by TomEng 

 

For our February club meeting at the Highland 

Middle School, Barry Knickerbocker arranged a 

new contest, a glider distance contest that was 

similar to the contest we had at the December 

meeting. For that first contest in December, Barry 

supplied plans, materials and instructions to make 

a simple glider from styrofoam plates and a plas-

tic straw. After participants built their gliders at 

the meeting, we held a hand thrown distance con-

test. For the February contest, the glide distance 

part would be the same, but we were to build our 

Glider Competition finalist, left to right, Larry Kunz, 

Rick Rizza, Brad Quick 
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gliders at home and bring them to the meeting. The glider design was open, just about anything was allowed, except 

that we "not build a javelin with wings painted on the sides" and they had to be 

hand launch. 

Eight members arrived with their gliders, each with a unique design. We had 

an arrow shaft with "recycled" airplane wings, a paper glider, to a wooden 

dowel with coroplast wings. Everyone seemed pretty excited by their design, 

as we showed up on one of those rainy/stormy winter evenings to show off our 

creations. We started off with a fairly short distance to traverse, increasing the 

distance with each successive round.  

Each pilot had 2 chances to fly the distance for that round. Those able to pass 

the line moved to the next round. One by one the gliders that couldn't fly the 

distance were eliminated. When it was down to the final 3, things got exciting 

as the pilots and their gliders were fairly evenly matched. 

Final results were Rick Rizza in 1st place, followed by Brad Quick in 2nd and 

Larry Kunz in 3rd. 

Credit goes to Barry for coordinating such a fun event.  What will he come up 

with next? 

Coroplast Cub by Brad Quick 

Anyone who knows me knows that I am always looking for new materials and techniques for building R/C planes. 

Well, I recently found a new favorite building material.  It's called coroplast, or coreflute.  Coroplast is the corrugated 

plastic (polypropylene) best known as the material used for the political signs that pop up along the road around elec-

tion season.  It comes in different thicknesses and colors.  Here is what I've learned so far: 

Advantages: 

1. This material is very durable.  My pre-

vious version of the Cub was made of 

styrofoam covered with packing tape.  

Over time, the foam tends to dent up 

and the packing tape wrinkles.  You can 

rap on the coroplast pretty hard with 

you knuckles without leaving a mark. 

The color goes all the way through the 

plastic, so you don't have to paint it as 

long as you're happy with one of the 

few colors that they make it in. 

2. Hinges are built in!  As long as you get the grain going in the proper direction, it's easy to cut away one side of 

the material and let the other side flex as a hinge.  It makes great hinges with a gap only on the bottom, so the 

top surface is nice and smooth. 

3. It's easy to cut with a hobby knife. 

4. It's recyclable.  After building a plane, you will end up with a small bag of scraps which can be put into recy-

cling bins. 

Disadvantages: 

1. Coroplast is extruded and this process makes the surface look slightly ribbed.  You won't end up with a pol-

ished smooth surface unless you paint it (I haven't tried this). 

2. The nature of the internal ribs makes it difficult to bend in the "wrong" direction.  This means that it won't 

work well for all designs since compound bends are nearly impossible. 

3. The thinnest material is 2mm thick, which I have found to be a good thickness for making my 9' Cub, but it 

will be too heavy for making very small planes, except for possibly profile type planes. 

  

Rick Rizza - Winner 
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Where to get it: 

Home depot sells 4mm thick material in 4' x 8' sheets as well as smaller sheets.  I think the big sheets at Home 

Depot are all white and I think I saw some smaller translucent sheets there.  There are a number of places that 

sell other sheets online, but if you need big sheets (which I did for my 9' wingspan cub), shipping is in the 

hundreds of dollars since they are too big to ship via UPS.  The closest place I found to drive and get some 

was in New Jersey. Local sign makers are a good source, however.  I found that Kate at Riverwood Signs in 

Hyde Park was able to get me three 4' x 8' sheets of 2mm thick yellow for around $15 per sheet.  She has a 

sign materials supplier that drops off supplies at her shop. 

How to glue it: 

I have experimented with a bunch of glues and have been most happy with high temperature hot melt and yel-

low Gorilla Glue.  The hot melt is a nice quick way to join pieces, but it's heavy.  I premix the  Gorilla Glue 

with a couple of drops of water so it foams to fill gaps. People online talk a lot about "flashing" the material 

before gluing to remove oils left from manufacturing.  This involves wiping with something like acetone or 

going over it very quickly with a torch, or both.  I haven't seen the need for this yet.  Both glues hold quite 

well to the material I used. 

Where to find designs: 

I have found that there is a whole community out there of modelers building coroplast planes.  If you search 

RC Groups for SPAD (simple plastic airplane design) you will find weeks worth of reading and designs. 

What I've built so far: 

I designed a profile F22 fighter jet for ducted fan power.  I built the airframe and Scott Fellin supplied every-

thing else and got it flying.  It flies pretty well but we would like to experiment with the design a little.  We 

would like to have working rudders and wheels.  I'd also like to see if we could build it from the thinner 

coroplast to save weight. 

I duplicated my 9' foam Cub using coroplast. It's the same size and shape as the foam version but the construc-

tion technique is different.  The coroplast version is more like traditional construction with ribs in the wings 

and bulkheads in the fuselage.  I'm on my second fuselage.  The tail was too heavy on my first version because 

I built the surfaces by laminating a sheet of dollar tree foam between two sheets of 2mm coroplast.  The new 

version uses a single sheet of 4mm coroplast for the tail surfaces, which comes out quite a bit lighter.  It's also 

much easier to build. 

I've been very happy with how the Coro-Cub flies and with it's durability.  As mentioned in a previous Wingtips, I 

crashed it on it's maiden flight because my ailerons were reversed. I crashed hard enough to bend my motor mount 

and pop the wings off, but had it flying again that same morning.  It actually ended up slightly lighter than my foam 

version.  On a new 6 cell lipo, it will pull straight up and hover.  I have found that the coroplast version reacts much 

quicker to the controls.  This may have to do with the fact that the foam version is actually too nose heavy, but it may 

also have something to do with the texture of the surfaces. 

I like the fact that the surface doesn't need to be covered with paint or packing tape.  Instead of painting, I'm making 

my own vinyl graphics, but that's a topic for another article! 
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Northeast Regional Science Olympiad competition by Bob Santoro 

The Northeast Regional Science Olympiad competition was held at Ulster 

Community College on February 3rd.  Thanks to Scott Owitz for conducting 

the helicopter event where there were over 30 participants.  Assisting Scott 

were Bob Santoro and Vic Nippert.  Pictured are several students preparing 

their free flight craft for takeoff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events at Upcoming Meeting by Barry Knickerbocker 

The meeting program for our February 9th meeting will be a glider / distance contest similar to the one we had at our 

December meeting.  The only twist to the plans is that, this time, I ask that you build your glider at home ahead of 

time.   

 

Interesting Stuff, Contributions from Members 

Bill Bilitho:  eCalc - the most reliable electric Motor Calculator on the Web for RC Pilots - Any Interest? 

https://ecalc.ch/index.htm ,According to the website - They sell the most reliable RC Calculator on the Web.  Or at 

least that's their ad copy. 

  
               

https://ecalc.ch/index.htm

